THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
It is certainly quite safe to say that had the kind of
challenge to British interests which Japan and Italy
have issued this last year or two been issued before
1914, their policy would have been resisted at the risk
of war- If it is not so resisted to-day it is because, apart
from the considerations just outlined, the challenge
has not presented itself as a challenge to Britain, but as
a challenge to the League, and we know that 'the
League' is commonly conceived, particularly by its
critics, not as a group of states pursuing a defensive
policy in common, but as an entity apart from its
members* It is an entity for which very many Con-
servatives have an intense dislike.
The Socialist explanation that it is hostility to the
Socialism of Russia and friendliness to Fascism which
determines the choice is true in some measure but
needs important qualifications. France is also a Capi-
talist state; but she is in virtual alliance with Russia,
and in a war between Russia and Germany, would
certainly not side with Fascist Germany. Military
and political considerations would, with France,
quite certainly take precedence of hostility to Social-
ism* Furthermore, it is a favourite Socialist doctrine
that the Capitalist struggle for markets is the prime
cause of war. No competition has recently been
more strongly felt than the competition of Japan; no
nation has become so much of a bogey to our traders
and industrialists as Japan. Yet our Conservatives
favoured the Japanese military advance.
We shall never explain such a phenomenon, and
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